
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

BEFORE THE 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

 

 

 

Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company 

 

)  

) 

) 

) 

Docket Nos. RP11-1566-000 et al. 

RP11-2066-000 et al. 

(consolidated) 

  

 

COMMENTS OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES AND  

THE MASSACHUSETTS ATTORNEY GENERAL 

IN SUPPORT OF OFFER OF SETTLEMENT 

 

Pursuant to Rule 602(f) of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s 

(“Commission”) Rules of Practice and Procedure, 18 C.F.R. § 385.602(f) (2011), the 

Department of Public Utilities of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (“Mass DPU”) and the 

Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (“Massachusetts Attorney General”) 

hereby submit comments supporting the Stipulation and Agreement filed by Tennessee Gas 

Pipeline Company (“TGP”) on September 30, 2011 in the above-captioned docket (the 

“Settlement”).1 

I. BACKGROUND 

 On November 30, 2010, TGP filed a general rate case pursuant to Section 4 of the 

Natural Gas Act.2  In a December 29, 2010 Order, the Commission established a hearing 

procedure and a Technical Conference to explore TGP’s proposed changes.3  On April 29, 

                                           
1  Pursuant to Tennessee Gas Pipeline Co., 135 FERC ¶ 63,016 (2011), Docket No. RP11-2066 (Fuel and 

Loss Retention filing) was consolidated with Docket No. RP11-1566 (Section 4 rate case).   
2  Tennessee Gas Pipeline Co., Docket No. RP11-1566 (filed Nov. 30, 2010). 
3  Tennessee Gas Pipeline Co., Order Accepting and Suspending Tariff Records Subject to Refund and 

Establishing Hearing Procedures and a Technical Conference, 133 FERC ¶ 61,266 (2010). 
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2011, TGP filed proposed revisions related to its fuel tracker mechanism.4  The Mass DPU and 

the Massachusetts Attorney General intervened in the proceedings and have been active 

participants. 

II. COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF SETTLEMENT 

The Mass DPU and the Massachusetts Attorney General support the negotiated terms of 

the Settlement.  Shortly after TGP filed its Section 4 rate case, the Mass DPU and the 

Massachusetts Attorney General joined a number of state commissions and consumer advocates 

with similar interests to form the Northeast State Coalition (“NESC”).  Other separate entities 

similarly formed coalitions with aligned parties.  At the same time the case was proceeding in 

accordance with the procedural schedule, settlement negotiations were commenced between 

TGP and a number of parties, including the NESC.  FERC Trial Staff hosted a number of 

settlement conferences and facilitated discussions that culminated in the Settlement.   

Multiple parties participated in the settlement process, where extensive negotiations 

highlighted the myriad complex issues that parties worked through to reach a carefully 

balanced agreement.   The Settlement fully resolves disputed issues in this proceeding, and it 

represents a resolution of complex issues raised by the rate filing.  The Commission should 

approve the Settlement without modification as just and reasonable and in the public interest. 

III. CONCLUSION 

The Mass DPU and the Massachusetts Attorney General understand that the Settlement 

is uncontested.  The Settlement reflects a just and reasonable outcome of the proceeding and 

we respectfully request that the Presiding Judge certify the Settlement to the Commission and 

that the Commission approve the Settlement.    

                                           
4  Tennessee Gas Pipeline Co., Docket No. RP11-2066 (filed April 29, 2011). 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF  

PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 

By its attorney, 

 

 

/s/Jason R. Marshall               

Jason R. Marshall 

Counsel 

Department of Public Utilities  

Division of Regional & Federal Affairs 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

One South Station, Fourth Floor 

Boston, MA 02110 

Phone:  617-305-3640 

Fax:  617-345-9101 

E-mail: Jason.Marshall@state.ma.us 

 

MARTHA COAKLEY  

ATTORNEY GENERAL  

 

By: /s/ Bruce F. Anderson  

Bruce F. Anderson  

Assistant Attorney General  

Massachusetts Attorney General  

Office of Ratepayer Advocacy  

One Ashburton Place  

Boston, MA 02108-1598  

Phone: 617.963.2380  

Fax: 617.963-2998 

  

 

Date: October 20, 2011 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

In accordance with 18 C.F.R. § 385.2010 (2008), I hereby certify that I have this day 

served, via electronic mail or first class mail, the foregoing document upon each person 

designated on the official service list compiled by the Secretary in these proceedings. 

Dated at Boston, Massachusetts on this 20th day of October, 2011. 

 

/s/  Jason R. Marshall   

     Jason R. Marshall 


